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The Copy of a Letter Written by a Gentleman of Holſtein lo a 
Friend of his m London, dated at Keele 
the 12th of Feb. 1675. 


SIR, 


He Paper which you have been pleaſed to communicate to me, 

_ containing the late Paſſages and Tranſaftions at Rexsbourgh, be- 

tween his Majeſty the King of Deamark, and his Highneſs the 

Duke of Holftein Gottorfe, T have peruſed, and find the truch 

much injured by the Writer thereof ; wherefore being fully informed of 

the ſtate of che whole buſineſs, and knowing moſt certainly, that things 

went quite otherwiſe than in the faid Paper is ſer forth, I thought fit, as 

_ yell as for the ſupport of the Truth, as to clear your doubts, and fatisfy 

your curioſity, to impart unto you a true and exact account thereof, omit- 

inz, for brevity fake, to give you the Narrative of what the late Duke of 

 Holftetn Gottorfe had in the late Wars been contriving to the prejudice of 

. the Royal Houſe, and how he afterwards at the Treaty of Peace, (although 

there was between his Majeſty and him nothing of any quarrel or miſun- 

derſtanding) forced out of his Majeſties hands the Soveraignty of the Duke- 
dom of $eſw:g, . beſides other advantages, 

I ſhall alſo forbear to make a Relation how that this preſent Duke of 
Holſter Gottorfe, inſtead of contenting himſelf with the aid advantagious 
conditions which he obtained, and that in regard of his joint Goveramenr, 
and common Intereſt with his Majeſty over the Dukedoms of S1leſwtz and 
Holſtein, he ſhould make ir his buſineſs to endeayour the eſtabliſhing and 
preſerving a conſtant and inviolable Amity and. correſpondence with His 
Majeſty, ſecretly concluded with the Crown of Sweden a Treaty, running 
diametrically oppoſite to the Unions Receſles, and all other Hereditary 
"Tranſactions berween the Crown of Dexmarke and the faid Rouſe, con- 
taining amongſt other conſiderable Articles this one ; Thar in Caſe be- 
tween the two Northern Crowns, a War ſhould happen again, an! the 
Geniry reſiding in the ſaid two Dukedomes of Sleſnig and Holſtein, (who 
are no leſs tryed by Oath and Allegiance to his Majeſty of Dexmarke, then 
t the Duke of Holſter) ſhould be unwilling to concern themſelves therein, 
they ſhould not be lyable to bear any of the burdens which might be cauſed 
by the ſaid War, nor to be any ways diſturbed by the Sweeas, either in 
_ their Perſons or Eſtates upon that account, which in effe& is nothing elſe 
then ro {tir up the Subjects againſt their Leige Lord, and ſeduce them from 
their Duties, by which they ſtand obliged to ſerve him with their lives and 
fortunes upon all occaſions. _ _ ISAT 
But becauſe His Majeſty of Blefled Memory, according to his wonted 


—-mildne{s,did not only paſs by all that, bur as afurcher mark of his affection, 
gave in Marriage to the ſaid Duke the Princels his Daughter; ſo 1chink -._____. 


my lelfobliged likewiſe to pals it by, and fatisfy my ſelf with giving you an 
account only of the remarkable Paſſages relating to this Subject, which hap- 
pened fince the Reign of this preſent King, my moſt Gracious Maſter, _ 


{ SAL? 
* OL 


#/ | 
_. Sothenitis notoriouſly known, how that immediatly upon nis Majeſties 
entring upon his Government, his Highneſs the Duke of Hoiſier, Gottorfe,be- 


ing then preſent at Coppeahazen, begun of his own accord to demand his part. 
__ of the County of Oldentours and D elmenhorſt, as allo his pretended Right to 


the Town and Territory of Bujadzag, together with the Tull there on the 
River of Weſer, which had this effe& ; that he by his Princely word, and 
Manual ſtipulation, reſigned and yielded up the ſaid prerences for a certain 
ſum of Mony, without any further reſervation, Afterwards his Highneſs 
being recurned to Gotrorfe, inſtead of performing of what by the ſaid Treaty 
was obliged to do, he endeavoured to evade it, by making many vain ſub- 
terfugies & tergiverſations, to the no ſmall dithonor and diminution of his 
Majeities dignity, who was pleaſed by his Letters, as well as perſonally by 
his Miniſters, often to rind him of his Princely Parole and Manual ftipula- 
tion, and be'ides declared himſelf over and over, that if his Highneſs, by 
reaſon of the difhculties by him alleadged, would leave the whole bulineſs 
ro his Royal Generoſity ; He aflured him he would fo deal with him, as 
thould iufficiently convince his Highneſs of the good will and affection he 
bore unto him as his Friend and Kinſman. 


 Whereupon thoughthe Duke declared that he intended not togo back. 
from that he had promiſed, yet in effec, he ſtraightned bis ſaid Declarati-. 


on wirh ſuch claules and limications, that whenloever, at his requeſt, the 
Commiſoners on both ſides did meet, he fo enlarged his demands as did 
rwice exceed the Sum agreed on at Coppenhagen, and as obſtinately did infift 


upon them, notwithſtanding his Majeſties Chancelor inthe Count of Grif- 


fenbery ſufficiently demonſtrated to him the injuſtice of theſe proceedings, 
as running quire coatrary ro the tranſactions paſt between rhem at Coppen.- 
haze#, beſides, that it would cauſe anill iflue to the Duke in the procels ac 
Law, intended againſt him by the Duke of Holſte:n, Ploen, (as in truth the 
event did afterwards verifie the ſame) and further prove of very dangerous 
conſequence for tie future. FO 

- But his Majeſties ſeeing it would not take, he let it paſs as it was, leav- 
ing all ro Gods diſpoſal, the rather becauſe he obſerved by all rhe Dukes 
actinns and carriages that thoſe unjuſt dealings proceeded not from him a- 
Jone, bur were influenced with all ſorts of dangerous Counlels and Intrigues 
of Forreigners, ſo that both thoſe, and all further endeavours for bringing 
him to better remper and reſolutions, would prove fruitleſs, at a time, when 
the Duke was wont in a minacing way to put them in mind of the S$'wedeſb 
Power, eſpecially after he went in Perſon to $tockholme, and there clapt 
up the Treaty above mentioned, of which he (though by right obliged co 
d9 it, becauſe of their joint Government in Holſte:n, as aboveiaid) never 
gave notice to his Majeſty, nor would at firſt confeſs, that ſuch thing had 
ever been done. 


.-- His Hi2hnels alſo. had been ſeparately Treating with the City of Ham- 


Loh, to the prejudice of the Common Rights he hath with the-Crown 


of [enmatke over the faid-Ciry, and obliged them to fend their Deputies 


into Sweden, where he earneitly recommended their concerns in thoſe af- 


Taits, which afterwards (as is notorious) produced-a certain Treaty-very-———- 
prejudicial ro the Empire and its Allies, CE ods Sen 
 » In fine, as if he had intended to try how far his Majeſties patience and 


forbearaace would extend ; he did in the ſame Dukedomes, as well as 


_ Counties, pats leveral Ozdess, wichour giving any notice thereof to Os __ 


(3) 
Majeſty, contrary bo.2HE cuſtom of their joint Government, and then for 


ſeveral years together, vhen his Majeſty at the Provincial Aftemvues hed 


in the ſaid Dukedoms of thoſe States, deſired not any thing elfe but a ne- 
cellary IMAINEENANCE | or fuch Forces, as the defence of the Country ſh: Juld 
require, and to ta: pwpole had given them an account how much the 
Charges migit amouti. to; th e Duke conſtantly raiſed great fcruples and 
difficulties to hinder it, 10 thar the laid States never granted che N Moy 
deſired, And particuiar!y r the opening of the laſt Aſlembly, whe, his 
Majeſty was with the .3u «: \ Co ninifioners, treating about the P+5poſals 
then co be made, and ,d prove, that becauie the Souldiery at char con- 


juncture, when cue a. 75 piuve more and more dangerous, muit be 1n4- 


voidably encrea/ed; ti. States thould be required to pay an extraordinary 7 
Quota, propo'tic: navie fo re pretent neceſſity, and that He, it tae U: ike 
Owho lo much opp! 7 it) would for his part accept 0! a leis Ouyte, in 12- 
oard ae hac. leſs need of «i for defraying of his Mil! tary expenles, !:15 5ia- 
jeſty would not be agaiult it, @ rc, The Duke ſe ed. oy el Very UnWiH- 
ling that any {uch pr1->fals thould be made to the &ijem! ly, and c "1ve 
occaſion to ther: to break up without doing any thing at it all; HOUNIC Itaud- 
ing it was Bkroweht y demonſtrated to him , how the lecurity uf the aid 
Dutedomes, durin? the manifeſt dangers they vere in, Cc 6 not DE Pre 

ſerved otherwiſe, theu by puting them iu:t0 0 a requi'.te poſtu;+, b: ſides le 
inequalit; of the Forces the Duke Kept iN COMPATION (0 tho: of Htis via- 

jeſty, for the deſece of the faid-Dul cedomes, 2nd tit for the muince 

nance of his Maje{ties Forces, the moyerty-of the ordizary Contributions, 
which thoſe Sears had till then al.oweo, could not ſuifice without a con!ti- 


 deradle yearly additiou ur of his Majeltzes own Revenues, whereas on the 
contrary, his Highne(s had far leſs occaſion f {or his moyery to pay 115 {mall 


Forces, and thetefore | Ne Em loved the moſt part of his mony for the Pay- 


ment of his Debts, :nd 0 Trace ZYPENCES, Cc 
All which, notw hit tan: gene Duke could nt be moved to " any 
| Inclination to comply with has þ vlajeſtics delire, bu on the contrary, gave 
orders to his Depuries, :0 '-* [11s Tr Commitoners underitand, char 


he took that requeſt tor 2 :returnptuous Innovation, and was not able to 
ſuffer ſuch Uiurparicas 21y longer. 

In confiderauon of the Premites, and that his Highneſs in his Anfiver 
to a very civil Letier {vhich his Majeſty wrote him about a.matter of imall 
COncerntnent) W ichour 9:0und and reaſon, in very unpleaiing and a 'moſt 


threatning rerms, iccuſed his Majeſty of al: ſorts of Fanovations, Incrozch- 


ments, and þ raping vurden or burden, &c. and that likewile at this very 


time hehad de:ired of General [ra,g-l tome thoulands of men ro put them. 
into Toxingen, Whica allo were-promiſed to him, and ſhould have been 
brought over (as it was credibly Reported) at Eck-»fors, &c. His Ma- 
jeſty c1ought himſelf unzvoidably neceſficared to think on all ways and 
means, how at this dangerous conjun<ture, He might beſt lecure his aitairs 
in rcference to the Duke, to Which his Majeſties coming into tne {a.d 
Dukedomes, gave good occaſion and opportunity, when his Higl.es , Not 


.. only ar the very-firſt Viſic he gave to-his Majeſty at Fien tourgh bun er- 


wards alſo at Danyexerke, where he entertained his Majeity ofet Ed al te 


compoling of the differences between them, to admirot a New treary, and 
for that purpoſe Cauied the Preſident of his Goverpment 29 come © tte. ſ« 


(4) 


: bourgh, but the ſaid Preſident, upon his Arrival there, inſtead of making 


any Propoſals, according to their {oFoften repeated Proteſtations, delivered | 


in a Project he had framed for an Exchange about the Succeſhon to the 
County of Oldenbourgh., and that in ſuch a manner, as if the matter had 
yet beenintire and whole, and no Sentence paſt in the difference with 
- the Houſe of Holſteiz Ploep, about the ſaid Succeſſion, beſides he had ſtuft 
it with ſuch dangerous clauſes, and captious terms, as would inſtead of 
ending the matter in twice 24 hours, have required at leaſt a whole 
Years Treaty, og RR 
Thus His Majeſty obſerving, that in this buſineſs, as well as in the 


Propoſals to the Provincial Aflembly on the Dukes part, they deſigned 


only ro weary his Majeſty with their tedious Prolixities, and thoſe ar laſt 


ro no purpole, that alſo from the ſaid Preſident, not atiy reaſonable pro- 


poſition was to be expected, bur he inclined, according to his old cuſtome 


in Treating, rather to trouble the buſineſs with a number 0! <cruples , 


than to promote it; and likewiſe that the Dukes Commiſſioners in the 


Conferences, held with thoſe of his Majeſty, had uttered many bitter 
and exaſperating Expreſhons (which being inſufferable, would ſcarcely 
have been paſt by without due reſentment, had not his Majeſty our. of re- 
ſpe co lis Highneſs then preſent, been pleaſed to connive, and pardon 
their raſhae(s) He thought ir neceſflary once for all to acquaint the Duke 
vith his mind, and demand a poſitive anſwer thereupon, and accordingly 


it was done by way of a Memorial, delivered in by his Majeſties Deputies - 


to this efe& z That whereas in theſe great dangers, now appearing every 
where, his Majeſty being on his March with his Forces, muſt have his 
Rear and Return ſecured, He found himſelf conſtrained to make this kind 


requeſt to his Highneſs, that he would admit of his Majeſties Forces into 


his ſtrong Towns, and ſurrender his own Forces to his Majeſty, At which 
the Duke ſeemed art firſt to ſcruple, but ſoon after acknowledged the juſtice 
and reaſon upon which his Majeſties deſire was grounded, and ſo willing 
ly a{{enced thereunto. He alſo fent one of his Councellors to Topnrngen to 
{ignifie to the Commander Collonel Waiter, that he was to ſurrender the 
place to the Kings Forces, all which the Duke moſt readily granted, as 
the Letters written borh then and afterwards,with his own hand do teſtifie, 
His Highneſs allo at the Vilite he received from his Majeſty in his Apart- 
ments, rendred his thanks to him with great civility, ard with many pro- 
retations, aflured his Majeſty of his defire never to be ſeparared from his 
Intereſt, and further added, that he was glad thoſe places wou!d ſerve as a 


pledge of his upright intention towards his Majeſty, &c. all which he con- 


firmed with very profound Oaths and Proteſtations, and the King and 
Duke embraced each other with all the poſſible tendernels thar could be 
_delired, and o ſpent two or three days more together in the kindeſt man- 
ner imaginable, WItNOut COMIN to a pertec&t agreement, Or bringing any 
butinets to a full concluſion before his Highneſles return to Gortorfe, 


So that it is a moſt abominable falſehood, to fay, that the Duke had been 


——forcedro-a-T reaty-thereat Reaxourgh, and no doubt but his Highneſs him- 


telf very ill reſents that Story, and would make the Author, if known, un-———— 


derſtand the fame, and which is more, his Majeſties Chanc?llor during their 
mcecing, (after his Highneſles departure) often told his Commiſſioners that 


they need notroentertain aay ſuch thoughts, as if by reaſon of the Sove- 


_ raignty 


"i Nh 
Vs 2 


__raignty the Duke held over Slſniz, (which bas been allteady mentioned) + } 
_ they defigned to force any thing from them, for at they had no mind to _ 
_ EFreate, or rhought it unſeaſonable, they had liberty to pur ir off till a miove 
_ convenient time, belides, all the white the Dnke was ar R-a5boargh , there 
nas nor the leaſt mention made ofthe ſaid Soveraignty, bur what was there 
. difcourſed of, did only concern the Provincial Attembly, the Imperiai Re- 
- quilitory, that came to them, the neceſfary fecuricy of his Majeſties Rear 
_ and return, upon the coming down of his Array that way for the aſſiſtance 
ofthe Allies, andthe puting the Counties of Olaeabourgh and Delmenborſi, 
- InitO a better poſture of Defence and Security ; theſe were: the Points his 


Majeſty in regaard of his ſhortneſs of time and perſonal preſence of both _ 


Princes and their Miniſters, deſired a politive antwer upon, thereby inti- 
maring , that if his Highneſs would pleaſe to return a ſatisfactory anfiver, 


it + 0u!d be the better, if not, his Majeſty mult ſuffer them to break vp and 
deput re mnfee&s, yet in this caſe, both he and theEmpire wou!ld take no-. 
tice of it, and take their meaſures according!y, all which the {aid Chancel- 
I:r, as a!lo the two: Governments in Heljiciz, the Counts of Lopeetand, 
and Rip:ipzgew had often repeated to them. ear 

And yet notwitaſtanding the premiſles, it is pretended, that ſomething 
had been forced or extorted from the Duke againſt his will, howevycr for 
my part, theſe Cavils ſeem not very ſtrange tome, when I conſider, that 


they who were diſpleaſed with the aforelaid Tranſactions, conciuded be- 


ween his Majeſty and his Highneſs at Coppenhagez, and ſtopt the Ratifi- 
cation thereof (the truth is, for no other reaſon, then that they were al'- 
ways wont to Execute their Charge in {ucha ſtrange and perverſe manner) 


. did alſo ſhamelefly report, that the ſame, which by their Maſters io So- 


lemaly, and in the prefence oi ſo many Royal and Princely Perſons, was 


covenanted, concluded, and with his own ſubſcripczon eſtabliſhed and con- 


firmed, had been forced and exrorted from him, whereas ir is notorious, 
that :he Duke then at Court, went from one to another, joyfully exprel- 
ling his tatisfaction in that Agreement, and hkewiſe declared that pleal:ug 
nev'sto ibe French Embaſſador Monſieur Terloa, as well as tothe Swe- 
C:it Relident, Monſieur Gyſtorf Lillocrows, with no ſmall demonſtrations 


of joy and contentment, wherewith theſe Miniſters afterwards acquainted 


the Courts to Which they related, 


Yet as for the Duke himſelf, we ought not to blame his Highneſs, for 
the {aid forged Scandalous Stories about Force and Extortion, and the 0- 
ther fallities and inventions that accompany the {ame, he being ſo Gene- 
rous a Prince, that we know he Scorns to own or approve any tuch aſper- 
tions, but we have reaſon to charge {uch therewith, whoſe practice it hath 
been a 1ong time to play ſuch tricks, to whom however we wiſh no worſe, 
then that God would forgive them. 

Laſtly, thathis Majeſty doth not intend or deſign to do the leaſt injury, 


__ damage or prejudice to his Highnels clearly appears by _ this, that he has 


never meddled with the Revenues of rhe juritdiction of Swabſtad, ner ad- 
mited of any alteration about the Benefices depending on the Cathedral 


_.... Church.in Sl-ſxzg, but hath left all chings in the ſtatethey were.in before,.... 


S [{ R, Thistrue and particular account, I hope, will ſufficiently con- _ 


59.20% 


_ vince you, that not only the Author of the abovelaid paper, concerning the 


_ payages in queſtion, bach eigher our of malice or ignorance, compoled his _ 


(6) 


| Narative of many Fallities and invented £ Stories, Hub. allo that his Majeſty 
1n reguard of his own prelervation and iecurity 5 well as for the good of 
the common cauſe, and intereit between him and his Allics, was unavoida- 


bly obliged to inſiſt 1 upon ſuch things as he c id, and allo by that means to 


A drdiv his Highneſs off trom all pernicious inclanacions, 10 mY UCICIA! to hint 


_ elf. 


Now Sir, if inthis Narrative, you ſhall meer with any cine, which 
ſeems dubious to you, I hall allways be ready ar your requelt £0 impare Wie 
20 you ſuch information, as (hall give you fall fatisſaction, | 


F IN IS; 


